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Fallowing histraining, Dr. Tonniges started a pediatric practice in rural Nebraska. Going from a
solo practitioner to a practice that included four pediatricians, a nurse practitioner, and many other
hedlth professiondss, the practice served the needs of children in south central Nebraska and
northern Kansas. His innovative practice included family supports, such as a socid worker, group
wal-child exams, and aliteracy program. During his 18 years of rurd pediatric practice, he helped
develop locd and state level programs for underserved children and children with specid hedlth
care needs. His work included such programs as the Rurd Partnership for Children—aHesdlthy
Tomorrows Partnership for Children Program collaborative project between the American
Academy of Pediatrics and the federd Maternal and Child Health Bureau, serving on the first
Nebraska Child Abuse Trust Fund Board, the first Nebraska Child Death Review Team, and the
first Nebraska Interagency Coordinating Council for the implementation of Public Law 99-457.

In his current position at the Academy as the director of the Department of Community Pediatrics,
Dr. Tonniges directs severd nationd programs including the Hedlthy Tomorrows Partnership

for Children Program, the Community Accessto Child Hedth (CATCH) Program, the Nationa
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