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Merle G. McPherson, MD, MPH isthe Director of the Divison of Servicesfor Children with Specid Hedlth
Needs in the Maternd and Child Health Bureau (MCHB), HRSA, DHHS. As Director, Dr. McPherson
oversees the Genetic Services Program and the implementation of a 10 year action plan to achieve
community-based service systems for children with specid hedlth care needs and their families

SheisaFdlow of the American Academy of Preventive Medicine and an Honorary Fellow of the American
Academy of Pediatrics. She has adso worked with the Departments of Health and of Human Resourcesin the
Didtrict of Columbia, with the Hawali Department of Hedlth, and with the Maryland Department of Hedlth.

During along and digtinguished Federd career, Dr. McPherson has created a new mode of hedlth care
delivery for children with specia hedth care needs. In 1982, Dr. McPherson provided the leadership for the
ASurgeon General-s Workshop on Children with Handicaps and their Families) and over the past two decades
has successfully used the workshop as a catalyst to transform the MCHB' s legidative mandate and mission
Her leadership has been indrumenta in replacing a deficit-based, categorical, medica model of care with a
consumer-driven, family-centered, and strength-based comprehensive mode, which has become the standard
of carefor dl children. Thismodd is being increasingly utilized in adult hedlth care settings as well. Dr.
McPherson has aso led the way to expand the family-centered care modd for children with specid hedlth
care needs internationdly.



